Location 

Year 

Date of 
Event 

Misc 1 

Misc 2 

Misc 3 

date entered 

source of info 

misc 4 


Chicago IL 

1952 

June 

1952 

All Ken Little says, in the old CFD directory from 
the 70's, was KSC71 1 went live in June 1952 on a 
single frequency, simplex system. No mention of 
when Englewood or the repeaters went on line. 



9/19/2016 

CARMA scanner 
email list 9/19/2016 



Illinois 

? 


History of ISPERN 

htto://forums. radioreference.com/illinois- 


1/28/2016 




USA 

1905 

1905 

Radios for the Fireline - History of US Forest 
Service Radio Use - 1905 to 1975 

htto://www.foresthistorv.ora/ASPNET/Pu 

published in 1982 

11/4/2012 

written by Gary 
Craven Gray 



FDNY NYC NY 

1913 

Dec 

1913 

2 way Morse Code radio system between 
Manhattan Dispatch Office and Fireboat Duane - 
per Sept 1998 Firehouse Magazine 

abandoned due to high cost 






US Forest Service 

1915 

1915 

first use of radios by USFS was a failure 

httDs://docs.aooale.com/ooen?id=1isodF 

« A Short History of 
Radios in the US Forest 
Service 





NYC PD 

1916 

June 2 
1916 

wireless telegraph went into service - station 

KUVS 



9/9/2013 

httD://aDcohistorv.orc 



US Forest Service - 
in Arizona 

1916 

Dec 

1916 

first ranger to send radio message 

httD://www.smecc. ora/first arizona fores 


11/4/2012 




Boston MA FD 

1923 

October 

1923 

first use of fire service two way radio in USA - to 
fireboats - per bfdradio.net - per http://www. 
bostonsparks.com/bookV1/ also (p212) 

h ttD ://www. bosto nf i re h i sto rv . o ra/bf d a n n u 

four 2 way radios 
installed - 1 at HQ, and 1 
on each of 3 fireboats 
per 1924 Annual Report 
-pg 20 of 52-3/2011 

April 2009 = 
3/201 1 info 

per page 27 of 52 - 
box built on deck of 
Eng 31 (fireboat) 
for radio - 1924 

BFD Annual Report 



Victoria Australia 

PD 

1923 

1923 

first use of 2 way mobile radios by any PD in the 
world - per WikiPedia - 5/09 

httD://www. amandaschoolfield.com/radio 






Boston MA FD 

1925 

1925 

radios installed in fireboats, chiefs cars, and 
rescue companies - per BFD website 



May 2009 




San Francisco CA 
FD 

1925 

1925 

httD://www.bavarearadio.ora/schneider/kibs.shtml 

5 fire boats got radios 






Wash DC 

1927 

1927 

httD://wireless.fcc.aov/services/index.htm?iob=servi 

FCC created Land Mobile Service in 
1927 






Wash DC 

1927 

1927 

htto://web. archive. ora/web/200903261 35733/httD://! 

Radio Act of 1927 






Boston MA FD 

1928 

June 26, 
1928 

simultaneous dispatch of alarms - per bfdradio.net 
- Apr 2009 

also per Sept 1998 Firehouse Mag 






Detroit Ml PD 

1928 

April 7, 
1928 

first radio in a police car - Cruiser Number 5 - one 
way radio 

per Cumb Rl PD webpage 5/09 

1 way radio per Land 
Mobile Radio Systems 
by Ed Springer 


http://www.ieeeqhn.c 



Boston MA FD 

1929 

May 23 
1929 

freq changed from 115 meters to 187.3 meters 




htto://www.bostonso 

« p212 


Detroit Ml FD 

1929 

July 

1929 

1396 kilocycles licensed for fireboat 
communications 







San Francisco CA 
PD 

1929 

1929 

htto://www.bavarearadio.ora/schneider/kibs.shtml 

police cars got radios 






Berlin Germany 

1929 

Novemb 
er 15, 
1929 

European police radio network placed in operation 
- coded 

based at Berlin - which also operated a 
nationwide control point 


8/12/2012 

htto://aocohistorv.orc 



Berkely CA 

1930 

1930 ish 

Berkely CA PD was the first PD in California to 
use radios - 3410 kc - "KSW" - per Harry Marnell 
website - 4/09 







Chicago IL 

1930 

1930 ish 

PD callsigns WPDB WPDC WPDD per H Marnell 
website 4/09 







Dallas TX 

1930 

1930 ish 

PD callsign was KVP per H Marnell website 4/09 







FDNY NYC NY 

1930 

1930 

developed backpack 2 way radio on UHF per Sept 
1998 Firehouse 







Pasadena CA 

1930 

1930 

Pasadena CA PD was the thrid PD in California to 
use radios. They went on the air in 1930 on 1712 
kc using callsign KGJX - per Harry marnell 
website - 4/09 







Saint Louis MO 

1930 

1930 ish 

PD callsign KGPC per H Marnell wesbite - 4/09 







Tulare CA 

1930 

1930 ish 

Tulare CA PD was 2nd PD in California to use 
radios - "WPDA" - 1712 kc - 4/09 per Harry 

Marnell website 









Location 

Year 

Date of 
Event 

Misc 1 

Misc 2 

Misc 3 

date entered 

source of info 

misc 4 


United Kingdom 

1930 

maybe 

1930s 

htto://www.dtels.orq/html/mf coms.html 

4 photos of MF comms - 1 on a bicycle 






US Forest Service 

1930 

1930s 

first radios brought into full service 

httos://sites.aooale.com/site/sonofrcma/t 

see the link for a 2008 
article from Fire Mgmt 
News 





USA 

1930 

4/8/1930 

1712 kilocycles, 2410, 2416, 2422, 2440, 2452, 
2458, & 2470 AM allocated for public safety use - 
50W to 500 watts 

per post to scan-1 2008 






California Highway 
Patrol 

1931 

1931 

began experimenting with radios in 1931 

htto://www.wb6nvh.com/CHP/CHP1.htm 






Los Angeles City 

CA PD 

1931 

1931 

May 1 1931 - LAPD went on the air on 1712 kc 
using callsign KGPL - per Harry Marnell website 
4/09 

1 938 - 1 71 2 was the base transmit freq 
- mobile transmit freqs were 35.1 35.22 
37.22 37.78 39.38 - per KMA 367 
webpage of Harry Marnell 






National City CA 

1931 

1931 

1931 - radios replaced red light 

1937 - left the San Diego PD radio 
channel 


2/9/2010 




USA 

1931 

1931 

list of FCC radio licenses 

htto://www.fcc.aov/Bureaus/Mass Medic 






Rochester NY USA 

1931 

1931 

first base station for Rochester NY police - was 

400 watts 



8/12/2012 

htto://www.aocohistc 



Omaha Nebraska 

1931 

1931 

htto://www. ioinood.com/about-ood/historv 

first police radios - station KGPI 






NYC NY USA 

1932 

Feb 23 
1932 

NYPD - 200 police cars got radio receivers 




htto://aocohistorv.orc 



Barnstable County 
Mass 

1933 

1933- 
started 
to use 
radios 

1936 - started to use 33.90 

1938 - state Legislature passed act to 
authorize police radio station 


11/17/2010 

htto://www.bsheriff.n 



Bayonne NJ PD 

1933 

1933 

first 2 way radios in police cars 

per Cumb Rl PD webpage 5/09 



htto://www.ieeeohn.c 



Birmingham AL PD 

1933 

June 

1933 

went on air with WPFM - 15 watt base to 18 radio 
equipped crusiers 

htto://bloa.al.com/sootnews/2009/08/100 






Los Angeles 

County CA 

1933 

1933 

httD://www.lasdha.ora/stations/for1/altadena/historv 

1933 - 1 way radio patrol cars were 
provided to each Sheriffs station 

1 938 - $1 .8M spent to 
buy radios 

9/26/2010 




USA 

1933 

1933 

4 fire departments had their own radio systems in 
the USA - Boston, Detroit, San Francisco, and 
Seattle 

Magazine from 1934 - 1 labelled my 
webpage as 1932 initially - entered 
here as 1933 - 1 0/3/201 3 - I'm having a 
good day 

1558 kHz - KGPD - San 
Francisco Marine Fire - 
WEY - Boston Marine 

Fire - WKDT - Detroit 
Marine Fire 

10/3/2013 

httDs://sites.oooole.c 



Boston MA FD 

1934 

January 
17, 1934 

httD://www.bostonfirehistorv.ora/bfddeoartmentaent 

Jan 17 1934 - changed from 1558 kcto 
1630 kc 



htto://www.bostonso 

« pg 212 


Boston MA PD 

1934 

? 

httD://mvsite. verizon.net/vzeoozls/Dolicecars/id20. hi 

first radio equipped car 1934 Plymouth 


9/20/2011 




Los Angeles City 

CA FD 

1934 

1934 

htto://harrvmarnell.net/kma367.htm 

fireboats and chiefs cars got PD radio 
receivers in 1934 






Los Angeles 

County CA 

1934 

1934 ?- 
check 
this date 

LASO went on the air simplex on 31 .90 Mhz using 
callsign KQBV - per Harry Marnell website 4/09 

39 mhz with beeps - mid 1970s 






Milton Mass PD 

1934 

1934 

one way radios 

htto://www.townofmilton.orq/Public Doci 

1972 - had 1 portable for 
each onduty person 

7/22/2010 




Piedmont CA 

1934 

1934 

first 2way mobile police radio system in USA 

htto://bloq.modernmechanix. com/201 0/0 


2/9/2010 




Kenosha Wl 

1934 

Dec 13 
1934 

one way radios installed in police cars 

h ttD ://www. ke n os h a n e ws . co m/n e ws/h i st( 


3/21/2013 




East Hartford CT 

1935 


got first one way radios 

received dispatches via Hartford PD 


9/3/2013 

httD://easthartfordct.< 



Columbus OH FD 

1935 

1935 

first radio equipped cars were purchased for the 
Chief and 3 District Chiefs - per Col FD website 
4/09 







Wakefield Mass PD 
USA 

1935 

1 935 etc 

1935 - got radio(s) on Arlington Police channel 

1943 - new radios from F.M. Link 
Company - 2 way - 25 watt base at 
police station - replaced Arl freq 

1965 - paid $3385 to buy 
first five portable radios - 
1984 - got UHF radios 
on 471.7875R 

5/5/2009 

Wakefield PD 
website 5/509 



FDNY NYC NY 

1936 

May 27, 
1936 

WNYF on the air at 1630 kc - first 2 way radios for 
FDNY - 25 mile range from Central Park antenna 

fireboats, then Rescues and high 

Chiefs were equipped 

per page 96 of Wheels 
of the Bravest by 
Calderone and ? Felch 







Location 

Year 

Date of 
Event 

Misc 1 

Misc 2 

Misc 3 

date entered 

source of info 

misc 4 


Redwood City CA 
FD 

1936 

1936 ish 

Around 1936 Redwood City received its first radio. 

It was a one-way radio. The telephone company 
would call KAAR Engineering in Palo Alto who 
would broadcast the information over the air. The 
Police Department would receive their calls the 
same way. Walter Harrington, Chief Radio 

Engineer for KAAR and later to become San 

Mateo County Communication Officer, was the 
consultant for all future radio installations for the 
City. 5/09 from Redwood City FD website 

In the late 1930’s bells were installed in 
the homes of firemen and volunteers to 
augment the steam whistle at Franks 
Tannery. A numbered code would be 
sounded identifying the location of a 
fire, and the men would respond to that 
location. 

A two-way radio system 
was purchased around 
this time allowing, for the 
first time, conversation 
between the fire station 
and the fire ground, (late 
30s) 

httD://www.redw 




Barnstable County 
MA 

1936 

April 

1936 

on the air on 33.90 FM in 1936 



3/22/2013 

htto://www.bsheriff.n 



Los Angeles 

County CA 

1937 

1937 

htto://www.lasdhq.orq/aboutlasd/historv.html 

Sheriff Dept began using 2 way radios 
in 1937 

1989 - went to UHF - 
1991 - started using 
mobile computers 

9/26/2010 




Spencer MA FD 

1937 

1937 etc 

4/09 - info from SFD website - 1937 began 
experimenting with radios with MA DNR - 1947 
licensed on 31 .34 - March 22 1958 moved to 

33.70 







Texas DPS 
(Highway Patrol) 

1937 

1937- 
station 
KTXA on 
the air 

March 1950 - moved from 1658 AM to 42.90 / 

42.74 Mhz (FM) 

July 1975 - moved from 42 Mhz to 
154.68 & 155.46 

2007 ish - started to use 
P25 - still on VHF 
highband 

10/23/2009 

DPS Comms 
webpage 



USA 

1937 

1937 

30.10 33.10 37.1 40.1 Mhz allocated for mobiles 
in local govt use - "UHF" 

per post to scan-1 1 1/08 






Rochester NY USA 

1937 

1937 

Rochester NY Police got their first mobile 
transmitters 



8/12/2012 

http://www.apcohistc 



USFS - radios 

1937 

1937 

htto://home. comcast.net/~w7xao/Radio1. pdf 

« 7 page article about shortwave radio 
used by US Forest Service 






Austin TX FD 

1938 

1938 

all units (13 fire trucks & 4 offical automobiles) had 
2 way radios per Austin FD history page 5/09 







Lancashire Police 
UK 

1938 

1938 

approx 

htto://www.dtels.oro/html/lancashire.html 

photos & info on early radios 






Oklahoma - 
Highway Patrol 

1939 

? 

httD://www.dos. state, ok. us/Communications/ 

got first one way radio transmitter near 
Stillwater in 1939 

1 940 got 2 way AM 
radios 

during WW2 - 
switched to FM 




Richmond VA USA 

1939 

1939 

all police cars got radios 

per city website 


4/14/2011 




NYC NY USA 

1939 

June 10 
1939 

first use of 2 way radios by NYPD 

5 police cars with 2 way radios 
protected the King and Queen of 
England as they toured NYC 


9/9/2013 

http://apcohistorv.orc 



USA 

1940 

1940 

FCC allocated 41 to 42 Mhz - and 132 Mhz to 140 
Mhz - to federal use 




http://aocohistorv.orc 



Cleveland OH PD 

1940 

1940 ? 

first PD radios were one way because Chief 
believed that officers should just take orders and 
not talk back 

per post to scan-1 1 1/08 






Contra Costa 

County CA 

1940 

1940 

PD using first unattended repeater 

per Cumb Rl PD webpage 5/09 






CT State Police 

1940 

1940 

first statewide radio comm system built 

per Cumb Rl PD webpage 5/09 



http://apcohistorv.orc 

39.00 

Bases - 
39.18 
mobiles - 
considered 
to be 
"UHF" 


CT State Police 

1940 

1940 

first FM mobile 2 way radio system in the world 
began operation 



5/8/2012 

http ://www. ieeeq h n . c 



FDNY NYC NY 

1940 

1940 

Antenna on Fire College - control point at 
Manhattan Fire Dispatch Center in Central Park 

dispatcher transmits on 1630 kc - fire 
boats transmit on 35.6 Mhz - per QSL 
card on Internet 


5/5/2009 




Sydney Australia 

FD 

1940 

1940 

circa 

"first radio installed in fire appliance" - photo on 
Internet - 4/09 - officer in open cab fire truck with 
telephone type handpiece 









Location 

Year 

Date of 
Event 

Misc 1 

Misc 2 

Misc 3 

date entered 

source of info 

misc 4 


Boston MA FD 

1940 

1940 

Boston Fire applied to FCC to put 3 fire boats on 
33.74 at 50 watts each - on license "WEL" 

httos://sites.aooale.com/site/sonofrcma/l' 






Delaware State 
Police 

1941 

1941 

Delaware State Police radio system was installed 
in 1941 

https://docs.aooale.com/ooen?id=1IJ95h 

« 1955 Annual Report 
of Delaware State Police 





Boston MA FD 

1941 

1941 

per 1940 BFD Annual Report - a goal for 1941 is 
the expansion of 2 way radio facilities on chief 
officer's cars 







Saint Louis FD 

1942 

1942 

fire department chiefs first got radios 



7/21/2012 

httD://forums.radiore' 



Boston MA FD 

1942 

1942 

FCC granted license for 14 more mobile 2 way 
radios 

Commisioner, Chief, Fire Alarm 
Superintendant, all Deputy Chiefs, and 
all District Chiefs now have radios 

per page 12 of 1942 

BFD Annual Report 





East Hartford CT 

PD 

1942 


got first 2 way radios - used 37.18 Mhz 



9/3/2013 

htto://easthartfordct.< 



Boston MA FD 

1944 

1944 

switched from AM to FM radios 

switched from 1630 KC to 37.74 MC 
(???) 

per BFD History 1859 to 
1973 


htto://www.bostonso 

« pg 213 


Melbourne, 

Victoria, Australia 

1944 


1944 - 1 way radios installed in ambulances 

1946 - all 27 ambulance service 
vehicles get radio receivers 

1954 - ambulances get 2 
way radios - 1990 - UHF 
radios 

5/5/2009 

per Melbourne 

EMS website 

5/5/09 



Ventura County CA 
FD 

1946 

1946 

Captains trucks got radios on Sheriff channel 

htto://fire.countvofventura.ora/AboutVCF 






Boston MA FD 

1946 

January 
15, 1946 

Rescue 2 had a 2 way radio installed - per BFD 
website - 5/09 

1975ish - 33.74 is Chi - 153.89 is Ch2 
- 154.265 is Ch4 - per my memory - 
5/09 

(May 1 967 - Chief got a 
portable on 153.89 to 
talk to the dispatchers - 
per E Belen) - see below 

BFD was using 
33.74 in 1958 
per 28 Nov 07 
post to sme2 




Los Angeles City 

CA FD 

1946 

1946- 

htto://www. cert-la. com/FireWatch/FireWatch-0501-( 

1946 ~ - all vehicles got 33 Mhz two 
way radios 






USA 

1946 

1946 

first MTS mobile telephones introduced 

per post to pwf 1 2/7/09 






NYC NY USA 

1946 

1946 

by the end of 1946, all 456 patrol cars in NYC had 
been equipped with 2 way radios 



9/9/2013 

htto://aocohistorv.orc 



Boston MA FD 

1947 

1947 

htto://www.bostonfirehistorv.ora/bfddeoartrnentaen* 

See page 122 of 133 for radio use info 
- Apparently they were still on 
shortwave in 1947 since their callsign 
was "WEY" - Main transmitter at Fire 
Alarm Office - Radio tests at 9 AM and 

7 PM - They made recordings of the 
radio traffic. WHO HAS A COPY? 






Los Angeles City 

CA PD 

1947 

1947 

LAPD started to use 155.01 FM - this was their 
first FM channel & their first VHF highband 
channel 

1947 - 154.77 went into service as the 
2nd FM and 2nd highband channel 

per Harry Marnell on 
KMA367 webpage 





MADNR 

1947 

1947 

converted from AM to FM - per Spencer FD 
website - 4/09 







Toronto Ontario 
Canada EMS 

1947 

1 947 etc 

1947 - ambs get police radios 

1975 - each quadrant got own freq 

Dec 1966 - ? ambs got 
own freq ? 

5/5/2009 

Toronto EMS 
website 5/5/09 



Omaha Nebraska 

1948 

1948 

htto://www. ioinood.com/about-ood/historv 

PD start to use Handi Talkies 






Bell Labs 

1948 

1948 

transistor invented 







Boston MA FD 

1948 

June 27 
1948 

BFD switched from 37.74 Mhz to 33.74 Mhz 




http://www.bostonsp 

« pg 213 


boston info 

XXX 

XXX 

Boston Fire - in 1944 they changed their radio 
channel from 1630 kc AM to 37.74 Mhz FM - they 
moved from 37.74 to 33.74 on June 27, 1948 - 
153.89 went into use as a portable channel on 
November 26, 1952 - Sept 8, 1965 saw the advent 
of 154.22 as the Metro channel - 154.265 went 
into use in January 1971 

where did this come from? - in my 
gmail on 9/11/1 1 - maybe here »> 

htto://www. aooqle.com/url 





Gurnee IL 

1948 

Dec 

1948 

December 1948--The fire department made first 
contract with Lake County Radio Department for 
first two way radio for the fire apparatus, per 
Gurnee FD website 5/09 







Kennebunkport ME 
FD 

1948 

1948 

got complete radio system after major wildfire in 
1947 

one of first small town FDs in the USA 
to get a complete radio system 


6/11/2009 

Kennebunkport FD 
website 6/2009 





Location 
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Date of 
Event 

Misc 1 

Misc 2 

Misc 3 

date entered 

source of info 

misc 4 


Los Angeles City 

CA FD 

1948 

1948 

may 10 2009 - searched Google archives for 'fire 
radio' - 1 saw a 1948 item for LAFD 

LAFD was 33 Mhz - then 506 Mhz 
portables and repeaters - then 800 Mhz 

reportedly they did have 
some 33 Mhz portables 





USA 

1949 

1949- 

httD://macuk. ora.uk/30-900.htm 

low band allocated 






Charles County MD 

1950 

1950 

httD://www.ccvfireems.ora/content/historv/ 

first radio dispatched in USA ? 






Danville VA FD 

1950 

1950 

FD started to use PD radios - per Danville FD 
webpage 5/2009 




Danville FD 
webpage 5/2009 



Maine State 

Forestry 

1950 

1950s 

httD://www.fs.fed.us/fire/fmt/fmt odfs/012 Ol.odf 

big upgrade of radios after massive 

1947 forest fires 






Stoneham MA FD 

1950 

1950 

Fire Chief got a 2 way radio on the PD channel - 
per Stoneham FD website - 5/2009 




Stoneham FD 
website 5/2009 



Texas Forestry 

1950 

1950s 

httD://www.fs.fed.us/fire/fmt/fmt odfs/012 Ol.odf 

1 70.425 - 1 70.575 - 1 71 .475 - 31 .42 - 
31.30 






Boston MA FD 

1951 

1951 

putting 2 way radios in all units - Chiefs cars, 
Rescues, and Lighting Plant already had 2 way 
radios 

per 1951 BFD Annual Report 






FDNY NYC NY 

1951 

1951 

got FM radios 



5/5/2009 

article from NYT - 
see firerad2 



Boston MA FD 

1952 

1952 

per 1952 BFD Annual Report - E47 (Fire Boat) 
and District Chiefs and Deputy Chief had radios 







Boston MA FD 

1952 

Novemb 
er 26 

1952 

153.89 went into use - District 11 has portable 
radio on 153.89 

per BFD History 1859 to 1973 



htto://www.bostonso 



Cornelius Oregon 

FD USA 

1952 

1952 

FD got first radios - 1 base and 1 mobile 

htto://www.ci. Cornelius. or.us/index.aso?1 






Elkins Park PA FD 

1952 

1952 

1952 all rigs had radios 

1954 all firemen had "radio receiver 
alarms" in their homes 






FDNY NYC NY 

1952 

1952 

all fire units got two way radios 

this was FM radios - the radio system 
was built inhouse - radio manufacturers 
said that the system could not do what 
was wanted 

Manhattan & Bronx 
shared a channel - 
Brooklyn & Queens 
shared a channel - 
Staten Island had a 
channel - all per FD City 
of NY The Bravest by 

Paul Hashagan - Turner 
Publishing - via Google 
Books 





Cromwell CT FD 

1953 

1953 

got base station plus 2 mobiles plus 2 portables 



3/15/2013 

FD website 



Baltimore MD FD 

1953 

Feb 20, 
1953 

two way radio was placed into active service - per 
Balt FD website 4/09 







Fort Oglethorpe FD 
GA 

1953 

1953 

approx 

bought a RCA radio system for $3,700 

htto://www.fofdfire.com/aboutus.htm 






Bolton NY EMS 

1954 

1954 

2 way radio installed in ambulance for $400 

gave the ability to talk to fire trucks and 
"Central Headquarters" in Lake George 


5/5/2009 

Bolton NY EMS 
website 5/5/09 



Boston MA FD 

1954 

1954 

per 1954 BFD Annual Report - apparently all units 
have radios - they are kept on when doing home 
inspections 







North Kildonan 
near Winnepeg 
Manitoba 

1954 

May 3, 
1954 

radio placed in police car on 36.6 (RCMP network) 

Aug 15, 1957 freq changed from 36.6 
to 49.12 

Dec 3, 1963 - North 
Kildonan FD freq is 

153.77 

per history 
document 

1 1/22/09 




USA 

1954 

1954 

htto://forums. radioreference.com/industrv-discussio 

FCC opened 450 Mhz to 470 Mhz for 
land mobile use 

httD://www.wb6nvh.com/G 

9/9/2013 




Two Rivers Wl FD 

1954 

July 

1954 

first FD in Wisconsin to have 2 way radios - per 

FD history on their website 5/09 







Richmond VA USA 

1955 

1955 

PD got 3 way radio system - all cars can now talk 
to each other 

per city website 


4/14/2011 




Boston MA PD 

1956 

1956 

1956 - got Intercity - per 1956 BPD Annual Report 
- (possibly 158.97 Mhz FM base to base ) 



5/11/2009 




USA 

1956 

1956 

on lowband (30 Mhz to 50 Mhz ?) - the FCC 
narrowed channel seperation from 40 kHz to 20 
kHz 




per Land Mobile 
Radio Systems by 
Ed Singer (1989) 



USA 

1956 

June 1 
1956- 

45.86 became a police intersystem channel - 

per FCC Part 90 9/2013 
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Misc 3 

date entered 
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misc 4 


USA 

1956 

June 1 
1956 

154.28 etc became intersystem channels 

Re 154.28- 

From PR Docket 92-235 in 1997 1 
found the following - (15) This 
frequency is reserved for assignment to 
stations for intersystem operations 
only: Provided, however, That 
licensees holding a valid authorization 
to use this frequency for local base or 
mobile operations as of June 1, 1956, 
may continue to be authorized for such 
use. 






Boston MA FD 

1957 

1957 

per 1957 BFD Annual Report - new radio 
transmitter at Courthouse - linked to Fire Alarm 
Office via repeater system 







Hampshire County 
Mass 

1957 

1957 

1957 - County Mutual Aid formed to improve radio 
comms 

1960 - put radio in Goshen FD pumper 
and tanker 

1979 - Goshen got amb 
to hosp radio - 1980 - 
got tone alert pagers - 
1990 - got cellphones in 
ambs 

5/5/2009 

Goshen FD 
website 5/5/09 



USA 

1958 

1958 

159.045 and 159.075 allocated as mobile 
channels for Highway Maintenance by FCC 

httDs://aoDs.fcc.aov/edocs oublic/attachi 


5/13/2017 




Splendora TX FD 

1960 

1960s 

used fire phones and CB radios 

httD://www. solendorafire.com/lmaaes/lm 

approx 50 miles from 
Houston 





USA 

1960 

1960 

Motorola portable radios - HT 200 early 1960s - 
HT 210 & 220 1967 to mid 80s - MX300 1970s - 
Expo late 70s to mid 80s - STX early 1990s 

per post to sonofrcma 4 may 2009 



htto://metrocommni.t 



USA 

1960 

1960 

first portable radios weighed 5 pounds & were a 
brick 

per Cumb Rl PD webpage 5/09 






USA 

1963 

1963 

Motorola now sells fully transistorized portable FM 

2 way radios 

35 ounce PT series - the old P series 
weighed 19 pounds - PT series weighs 

6 lb 1 oz 

50 Mhz - 1.4W or 5 W - 
150 Mhz - 1.4W or 3W - 
with D cell batterys, last 
112 hour or 48 hour 

8/12/2012 

httD://www.aDcohistc 



USA - southern 
California 

1963 

1963 

radio congestion in southern California - 45 Mhz 
and 150 Mhz 



8/12/2012 

htto://www.aDcohistc 



USA 

1963 

1963 

Dumont seels 2 models of 2 way FM transceivers 

25 to 54 Mhz - and - 144 Mhz to 174 

Mhz 


8/12/2012 

httD://www.aDcohistc 



Los Angeles CA 
USA 

1963 

1963 

LAPD - 14 operator positions - 14 mobile freqs 
plus 4 base freqs 

outlying areas have 4 more mobile 
freqs plus 2 base freqs 


8/12/2012 

htto://www.aDcohistc 



USA 

1964 

1964 

first IMTS mobile phones introduced 

per post to pwf 1 2/7/09 






USA 

1964 

1964 

Police Call Directories started publication 




htto://www.wired.cor 



Boston MA FD 

1965 

Septemb 
er 8 

1965 

got 154.22 for Metro Area Mutual Aid Channel 

per BFD History 1859 to 1973 



htto://www.bostonso 

« pg 213 


Boston MA FD 

1966 

Septemb 
er 20, 
1966 

replaced receiver on 153.89 with a full transceiver 
(FB)(fixed base station) 

per BFD History 1859 to 1973 



htto://www.bostonso 

« pg 213 


Boston MA FD 

1967 

1967 

BFD purchased 55 portables on Ch 2 - highband - 
keyed into 3 Command Posts around the city plus 

1 Mobile Command Post 

maybe CP = remote receiver sites 


8/5/2010 

httD://www.bostonfire 



San Francisco CA 
PD 

1967 

1967 

PD got portable radios - per METS article on city 
website - 5/09 







USA 

1967 

1967 

FCC changes channel seperation on UHF (450 

Mhz to 470 Mhz) from 50 kHz to 25 kHz 




per Land Mobile 
Radio Systems by 
Ed Singer (1989) 



Providence Rl FD 

1969 

1969 

httD://www.usfa.fema.aov/downloads/odf/tr 96cv.dc Chiefs qot portables in 1969 






Bristol CT 

1970 

late 

1970s- 

early 

1980s 

went to 800 Mhz GE - first municipality to upgrade 
to 800 

per 10/08 post to scan-1 






USA 

1970 

1970 

FCC introduced special low power 12.5 kHz offset 
channels (on UHF?) 




per Land Mobile 
Radio Systems by 
Ed Singer (1989) 





Location 

Year 

Date of 
Event 

Misc 1 

Misc 2 

Misc 3 

date entered 

source of info 

misc 4 


Omaha Nebraska 

1971 

1971 

htto://www. ioinood.com/about-ood/historv 

PD start to use a 8 channel 3 way UHF 
radio system 






Boston MA FD 

1971 

January 

1971 

got 154.265 as Channel 4 

per BFD History 1859 to 1973 






Prince George VFD 

1 Virginia 

1971 

1971 

got home Plectron units to replace telephone tree 
call lists 

VFD was formed Oct 1 957 

per VA F News 3/94 

11/16/2009 




Dayton Ohio Box 

21 Ambulance 

1972 

1972 

one of first amb to hosp radios in USA 

one of first Hurst Jaws and cardiac 
telemetry 


5/5/2009 

Box 21 website 
5/5/09 



USA 

1973 

1973 

After receiving input from the EMS community, the 
FCC, through FCC Docket 19880 (1973), 
eventually changed the utilization and availability 
rqmts for some Special Emergency Radio Service 
(SERS) frequencies. Ten UHF frequency pairs in 
the 450 to 470 MHz range were assigned for 
medical service communications, allowing for the 
incorporation of mobile relays (repeaters) and 

EKG telemetry. 

Four additional UHF frequencies were 
assigned to allow the use of 
vehicle mounted repeaters that 
facilitate patient-side medical comms 



Colorao EMS 
Comms Plan 



USA 

1974 

1974 

Motorola 6800 8 bit microprocessor introduced 



9/23/2013 

per Land Mobile 
Radio Systems by 
Ed Singer (1989) 



Providence Rl FD 

1974 

1974 

httD://www.usfa.fema.aov/downloads/odf/tr 96cv.dc 

Rescues got portables in 1974 






Providence Rl FD 

1975 

1975 

httD://www.usfa.fema.aov/downloads/Ddf/tr 96cv.dc 

Engines + Ladders got portable radios 
in 1975 






West Virginia 

1976 

1976 

new ems radio system - multi county - ? 463 Mhz 



5/5/2009 

ieee doc online 
5/5/09 



New Haven CT FD 

1980 

early 

1980s 

to 800 Mhz conventional 

per post to scan-1 1 1/08 ish 






East Hartford CT 

PD 

1980 


moved from 37.18 to 460.25 



9/3/2013 

htto://easthartfordct.( 



Boston MA FD 

1982 

approx 

1982 

switched from 33.74 and 153.89 to UHF 

repeaters added in Sumner, Callahan, 
and Prudential Tunnels - also at Copley 
Place 


3/29/2011 

http://www.bostonfire 

http://www.s 

1980 to 1982- 
installed new UHF 
radios 

Boston MA FD 

1982 

1982 

per 1982 BFD Annual Report 

36 bases + 12 satellite receiver sites + 
216 mobiles + 90 portables 

includes 4 new radio 
channels, the dispatch 
channel, District 13, 

MBTA tunnel radios, and 
paging system 

6/5/2011 

4 bases moved 
from Quincy City 
Hospital to Saint 
Margaerts Hosp - 
Station 55 got radio 
site - erected radio 
antenna at 

Faulkner Hosp 



Los Angeles City 

CA PD 

1983 

1983 

went to UHF (506 Mhz)~ 

per post to scan-1 ~ 11/08 






USA 

1983 

1983 

first cellphones introduced 

per post to ( Private Wireless Forum ) 
pwf 12/7/09 






Montana 

1984 

1984 

154.07 was designated as the fire mutual aid 
channel (Red channel) (per 201 1 mutual aid radio 
pamphlet) 







USA 

1986 

1986 

800 Mhz channel allocations were developed by 
NPSPAC 



8/17/2012 

httD ://www . u sfa .fe me 



USA 

1988 

1988 

federal / state wildfire tac freqs - NW USA 

httD://www.fs.fed.us/fire/fmt/fmt Ddfs/04£ 






USA 

1988 

1988 

FCC allocated additional 800 Mhz spectrum - 
coordinated by Regional groups 



8/12/2012 




Miami County Ohio 

1989 

1989 

went to 800 Mhz TRS - 7 freqs - GE EDACS 

posted to scan-1 1 2/08 






USA 

1989 

1989 

development of P25 standard started 



8/12/2012 




USA 

1991 


FCC released NOI re UHF Refarming 

htto://ecfsdocs.fcc.aov/filinas/1 995/06/1 £ 


10/4/2012 




Cromwell CT FD 

1991 

1991 

all rigs got repeaters onboard 



3/15/2013 

FD website 



USA 

1993 

1993 

FCC created Emergency Medical Radio Service 
(EMRS) 



8/17/2012 

http://www.qDO. qov/f 

http://diqital. 


USA 

1995 

1995 

first P25 standard released 



8/12/2012 




USA 

1995 

1995 

Motorola's first ASTRO product, the ASTRO 

Digital Saber, was released in 1995 

development of the Saber began in 

1992 & it used a VSELP codec 

1995 - APCO developed 
the P25 standards - 
using a IMBE codec 







Location 

Year 

Date of 
Event 

Misc 1 

Misc 2 

Misc 3 

date entered 

source of info 

misc 4 


USA 

1995 

1995 

narrowband plan developed by FCC 



8/17/2012 

htto://www.usfa. ferric 



USA 

1996 

1996 

USA federal government begins PSWN - will be a 

1 0 year project 

(this was supposed to be a nationwide 
VHF TRS 1 IRC) 


8/12/2012 

httos://docs.aooale.c 



Los Angeles City 

CA PD 

1996 

1996 

1996 received new ASTRO radios 

July 2001 - converted from analog to 
digital 

56 channel simulcast 

UHF system 





USA 

1997 

1997 

httD://forums. radioreference, com/motorola-forum/2^ 

FCC approved use of splinter channels 
(? VHF and UHF?) 


6/26/2012 




USA 

1997 

1997 

FCC allocates 24 Mhz worth of spectrum at 700 
Mhz to public safety users 



8/12/2012 

httDs://docs.aooale.c 



USA 

1997 

1997 

FCC denies certification for any new radios that 
have 25 Mhz bandwidths but not 12.5 kHz 
bandwidths 



8/17/2012 

htto://www.usfa.femc 



Honolulu HI 

1998 

1998 

digital 800 Mhz TRS starts operation - 1998 

8/01 - $900,000 for backup system 
after problems 






USA 

1998 

1998 

700 Mhz freqs assigned for public safety use 




htto://www.91 Idisoa 



DCFD DC 

2001 

Jan 2001 

$5.3M 800 Mhz TRS started 







Richmond VA USA 

2001 

2001 

city got 20 channel digital trunked radio system 

per city website 


4/14/2011 




San Francisco CA 
FD 

2002 

2002 

$400,000 to purchase 141 800Mhz radios for all 
firefighters 

perhaps previously, just the Officers 
and Chiefs had 800 Mhz portable 
radios 


5/5/2009 

pdf on city webite 
5/5/2009 



USA 

2003 

Fall 2003 

US Forest Service began to narrowband all VHF 
channels 







USA 

2004 

2004 

FCC Docket 99-87 set specific deadlines for 
narrowbanding (moving to 1 1 kHz wide 
emsissions) 



8/12/2012 




USA 

2004 

2004 

NEXTEL ordered to fund reconfiguration of 866 

Mhz band (rebanding) by FCC 



8/4/2012 

httD://uraentcomm.c( 

« as of 
2009- 
approx $1 B 
over 

estimate 


USA 

2005 


USFS seeks P25 aviation radios by 2010 - all 
radios to P25 by 2015 



10/5/2012 

htto://web. archive. or 



USA 

2005 

Jan 1 

2005 

VHF / UHF narrowband interops channels 
became primary users - per FCC regulations 



8/12/2012 




Bayonne NJ 

2007 

2007 

10/2007 - testing begins of new 400 Mhz trunked 
radio system 

3/4/08 PD on air in digital mode - 5/08 
FD moves from 166.25 to UHF TRS 

per radioref 2008 





USA 

2010 

Aug 

2010 

agencies that use synchronized simulcast P25 
systems - Cochise County, AZ - Wood County, Wl 
- Sonoma County, CA - Oneida County, Wl - All 
are Tait P25 simulcast UHF or VHF systems. - 
non trunked 







Baltimore Maryland 
USA 

2011 

April 4 
2011 

Baltimore City FD converted from analog TRS to a 
digital TRS 

modulation switched from normal FM to 
P25 

PD converted on April 7 
2011 

per www. 
RadioReferenc 

e.com 

8/20/201 1 




USA 

2011 

NA 

many agencys are going to narrowband from 
normal FM 

1 1 k2F3E from 1 6K0F3E or 20K0F3E 

deadline for changeover 
is January 1 2013 





Boston MA FD 

? 

misc 

no mention of radios in various BFD Annual 

Reports - 1946 - 1947 - 1948 - 1953 - 1955 - 1959 







Chicago IL FD 

? 


first use of radio - ??? 

all companies got portable radios - 
1980s - per CFD history - 4/09 

google archives - ? 1955 
- 210 foot tower on 
sacramento and 31 - 
5/10/09 





Guernsey UK 

? 

? 

first ambs in UK to get radios 



5/5/2009 

Guernsey EMS 
website 5/509 



Miami FL 

? 


first city to implement a 800 Mhz TRS 

per scan-1 ~ 12/08 






USA 

? 

misc 

Motorola history 

httos://sites. aooale.com/site/oublicsafetv 






USA 

? 

? 

when did FCC first allocate UHF and 800 Mhz 
channels? 

maybe around 1960 for UHF ? 








Location 

Year 

Date of 
Event 

Misc 1 

Misc 2 

Misc 3 

date entered 

source of info 

misc 4 


Arlington MA PD 

1931 + 

1931 + 

1931: The department is the first in the state to be 
awarded a license to operate a two-way radio for 
police work by the Federal Radio Commission. 

1932: Two-way radios are installed in 
cruisers allowing officers to have 
instant communication with the station 
and other departments. 

1933: Arlington was the 
first department in 
Massachusetts to install 
two-way radios in police 
motorcycles. 


htto://www.town.arlir 

htto://www.t( 


USA 

1946 ? 

after 

WWII 

first use of radios above 150 Mhz - FM introduced 

per post to scan-1 1 1/08 






Boston MA USA - 
PD 

1970- 
1974 etc 

? 

Old information about Boston Police Department 
radio system - From the 1974 / 1975 (Annual) 
Report - 47 radio transmitters (main, standby, and 
emergency) - 80 voted satellite receivers - 16 
telephone positions for 91 1 - From the 1970 and 
1971 Annual Reports - mention of Channel 1 and 
Channel 2 







USA 

1998- 


DOI mandates P25 & encryption for law 
enforcement radios 



10/5/2012 

htto://web. archive. or 



USA 

misc 

misc 

httD://www. scan-ne.net/forums/showthread.Dho722 

EKGs via radio from paramedics to 
hospitals - phased out in 1980s and 
1990s 


7/18/2012 




USA 

misc 

misc 

httD://forums.arz.com/showthread.DhD?1 63905-Am< 

department stores that used to sell ham 
radio receivers 


7/16/2012 




misc 

misc 

misc 

httD://forums. radioreference.com/motorola-foru m/1 i 

old Motorola radios 






World 

misc 

misc 

httD://www.sicom.com.uv/recursos/museo/historv-rr 

Motorola history 








